Mental Health Planning for Social Action by Hiscock, Ira V.
BOOK REVIEWS
stimulated. It well illustrates how one individual may combine the great
qualities of teacher, investigator, and wise councilor.
ERNEST SACHS
MENTAL HEALTH PLANNING FOR SOCIAL ACTION. By George S.
Stevenson. New York, The Blakiston Division, McGraw-Hill Book Com-
pany, Inc., 1956. 358 pp. $6.50.
Few, if any, have done as much to advance the cause of mental health as
the author of this book for which so many have waited with keen anticipa-
tion. Dr. Stevenson, with rare insight and judgment, has presented the chal-
lenge that "there is more scientific knowledge and technique for dealing
with mental illness than is now being used." Incidentally, he observes that,
in spite of some strong encouragement from within the field of public
health, especially at Yale and Johns Hopkins and at several of the larger
foundations, public health officials have been slow to take the initiative in
developing the potentialities for mental hygiene. Even though schools of
public health have added mental health to their curricula, the author notes
that it is too often not sufficiently designed to develop skill in meeting the
everyday tasks of public health but is simply a set of lectures in psychiatry
as given in medical schools.
Dr. Stevenson examines the mental hospital and makes constructive
suggestions about how it can increase its contribution to mental health. He
gives test questions for a hospital's success, tells why the clinic should come
under the immediate authority of the hospital, suggests how the mental
hospital can attract more personnel, and indicates how to use volunteer
service for public education, besides discussing the place of government in
mental health.
The volume is divided into five parts, dealing with basic considerations
and program planning, the restoration of mental health including pro-
visions for the mentally deficient, the protection of mental health, elevation
of mental health, and special considerations, including world mental health.
There is a useful section on visual aids and a good index. The book is in-
tended for all who work and plan for mental health. The author's hopes
should be realized, namely, that "the book will help them to achieve a per-
spective on the whole field--the common threads that run through it, and
the interrelationship and interdependence of its parts-thereby enabling
them to do more for mental health."
IRA V. HISCOCK
THERAPEUTIC USE OF ARTIFICIAL RADIOSCOPES. Edited by Paul F.
Hahn. New York, John Wiley & Sons, Inc.; London, Chapman & Hall,
Limited, 1956. 414 pp. $10.00.
This volume is the second of its kind by the same editor. The first one
was published under the title of A Manual of Artificial Radioscope Therapy
(New York, Academic Press, Inc., 310 pp.) in 1951 and has been well
received by the radiological profession. It is noted that the editor has
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